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TECHNICAL

eBird and Birdseye



What is eBird?

From the eBird website:

Overview

A real-time, online checklist program, eBird has revolutionized the way 
that the birding community reports and accesses information about 
birds. Launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National 
Audubon Society, eBird provides rich data sources for basic information 
on bird abundance and distribution at a variety of spatial and temporal 
scales.

eBird’s goal is to maximize the utility and accessibility of the vast 
numbers of bird observations made each year by recreational and 
professional bird watchers. It is amassing one of the largest and fastest 
growing biodiversity data resources in existence. 

The observations of each participant join those of others in an 
international network of eBird users. eBird then shares these 
observations with a global community of educators, land managers, 
ornithologists, and conservation biologists. In time these data will 
become the foundation for a better understanding of bird distribution 
across the western hemisphere and beyond.



Keeps lists

■ Life List

■ Year List

■ State or County Lists

■ Patch Lists



State Lists



County Lists



Patch Lists



Media Search

Recently eBird started allowing users to 

attach photos, audio, and even video to 

records in eBird. This is not limited to 

rare and unusual birds, but they 

welcome any media attached to a 

checklist. This media is searchable and 

can be a tremendous resource for 

birders.



Media Search



Media Search Audio



Media Search Video



Media Search (My Media)



Explore a Region

eBird allows you to access a vast 

amount of information on a region, 

country, state, or county level. You can 

view the latest reports, bar charts, 

who’s been birding there, who are the 

regular birders there



Explore a Region – Bar Chart



Explore a Region - Hotspots



Explore a Region – Top eBirders



Target Species

Target species is a feature where you 

can get a prioritized list of species you 

need by the frequency that they appear 

on checklists. You can search a 

Country, State, or County and get a 

needs list for your life or year list for the 

world, the country, the state, or the 

county.



Target Species



Alerts

eBird can send you an email alert when 

a bird you need is reported to eBird. 

These alerts can be set up for daily or 

hourly alerts and can be for year lists or 

life lists.

There is also an alert for ABA Rarities, 

this alert is much like NARBA, but free



Hotspots

Much like you can explore a region you 

can explore a single hotspot in eBird. 

Not only can you get information on 

what birds have been found at a hot 

spot you can get directions.



Hotspots – Bar Charts



Hotspots - Directions

Click on directions and Google Maps 

opens, here you can get directions or 

send the location to your phone to 

navigate. 

On draw back is the marker for the 

hotspot might not be at a location you 

can drive to. I Google Maps



Species Maps

Using the data from the eBird database 

you can generate species distribution 

maps. These maps can be filtered 

several ways, for example by breeding 

season. 



Species Maps

Zooming you can view more local 

information on a species and locate 

specific hotspots to look for a species



Submitting 
Observations

eBird can accept almost any kind of data. 

Ideally eBird would like there to be some 

kind of “unit effort” associated with the 

data so it can be used in population 

analysis. This would be a distance 

travelled and a start and stop time, an 

area covered over a time, or the start and 

stop times of a point count.



Observation 
Types
Traveling - Observations made while birding over a specified 

distance (preferably <5 mi) and duration. Examples include most 

general field birding, walking a trail, or driving a refuge loop. For 

routes that return along the same pathway, either submit a different 

checklist for the return trip or enter the one-way distance. Duration 
should cover the entire time spent birding, regardless of whether 

you needed to backtrack.

Stationary - Observations made from a specific location (moving <30 

meters) and duration. Examples include hawkwatching, 

seawatching, or watching birds from your window.

Historical - Birders often have complete checklists of birds from their 

local area or trips abroad. These can be entered as Traveling or 

Stationary counts if reasonable estimates of start time, duration, 

and distance can be entered. This Historical protocol indicates that 

effort is uncertain, but birding was your primary purpose.

Incidental - Observations made when birding was not your primary 

purpose. Examples include a fly-over Osprey seen while driving to 

work.

Area - Observations made from a specified area and duration, often 

when covering the same ground repeatedly. Examples include a 
thorough survey of your yard or local park.



Entering Data

Data can be entered a number of ways:

■ Online through the web interface

■ From the eBird smart phone App

■ Import from spreadsheets and files exported from other programs and applications



Entering Online



eBird Smart Phone App

eBird took over the development of the 

BirdLog smart phone app about two 

years ago. The app is available for both 

iPhone and Android phones. The app is 

now how more than 90% of the data 

gets entered into eBird. You can enter 

live from the field and how all your 

records up to date before you leave the 

parking lot. 

You can use the app offline too if your 

in a bad area for data coverage. 



eBird App

Using the app is very simple. Select 

your location, either a hotspot, a 

personal location, or even an offline 

checklist.



eBird App

You can enter data immediately. You 

enter the count and the bird name. You 

can use partial names and banding 

codes to enter by.

Taping the count will increment it. You 

can also add birds by a count, and 

subtract birds if needed.



eBird App

Before you submit the data you enter 

the type of checklist and the unit effort 

as needed.



Importing 
Data in eBird

If you have records in any kind of 

electronic format you can probably import 

that into eBird. Most programs have some 

facility to export that data into a format 

that can be manipulated into a format that 

eBird can use.



eBird Record Format

The eBird record format is the easiest 

to use. Each row contains a complete 

record and eBird matches these up to 

make a complete checklist. Using this 

format you can submit records from 

many trips in on operation.

You can manipulate these files in Excel 

but must make sure they are saved in 

CSV format.

Files up to 1Mb can be imported, can 

represent 10,000 or more sightings.



Exporting your Data from Avisys to eBird

The developer behind Avisys passed 

away unexpectedly in November 2015. 

The good news is its possible to import 

all that data into eBird.

Avisys if up to date had an export to 

eBird function. Even if your version was 

too old for that function the standard 

export can be imported into eBird.

There is a nice tutorial in the eBird site 

to do tis,



Importing Your Life List

A lot of people have a life list as just a 

list. eBird has a procedure for that.

■ Submit as Incidental

■ Use the date January 1, 1900, don’t 

enter a time

■ Add comments to make it clear you 

are adding a baseline Life List

■ Click the option “Hide from eBird 

Output”



BirdsEye Bird 
Finding Guide

BirdsEye is an app for smart phones that taps 

the eBird database to show what birds are 

being seen now near you, or at locations you 

select.

It can alert you to birds you need for your 

year/life list.

Has reference photos and recordings

Some functions are unlocked with a 

subscription, but you can earn free 

subscriptions



Nearby Birds



Smart Search

The Smart Search feature in BirdsEye is 

one of the over looked features. It 

works by selecting colors, size, and 

habitat.

Usually the bird shows in the results. Its 

especially good at finding a bird you 

don’t know where to look in the field 

guide for.

Here I was searching for Blue Jay. I 

selected blue and white, medium size, 

and a backyard



Nearby Birds

Touch a bird and you get a map of the 

recent sightings in your area.



Audio

Touch the speaker icon for recordings



Photos

Users donate photos and the best are 

loaded into the app. You can upload 

photos for the app at 

www.birdseye.photo

http://www.birdseye.photo/


QUESTIONS?
The end


